
As the very challenging and memorable 2020 year 
draws to an end, I would like to give you some 
highlights of the incredible year that we have had, at 
the Robin Hood Foundation.

2020 started off with a variety of community projects 
such as a Love The Babies drop, a tea for the 
elderly for Valentines Day at Thembela Home, food 
distribution at Pinetown Catholic church’s feeding 
scheme and a massive back to school project at 
Golden Gateway school that saw so many children 
being blessed with brand new stationery for the 
school year.

We were planning to build two creches, and then 
COVID hit! As the lockdown was announced, and 
people started losing their incomes, the Robin 
Hood Foundation was faced with an avalanche of 
desperate requests, from community organisations 
and the public, for food.

For the past 15 years, we have been hosting fun, 
inspirational and heart-warming projects but now 
things suddenly became serious, as people were 
starving and desperate to feed their families. The 
bible verse from Esther sprung to mind – “You were 
born for a time such as this”.

Over the past 6 months, we have partnered with 
many other community organisations and hosted 
our own fund-raising initiatives. The funds that we 
had set aside for the creche builds were re-routed 
to providing food parcels. We realised that in terms 
of basic needs, people cannot eat a creche. Our 
biggest priority was to ensure that every single food 
parcel went directly into the hands of the people 
needing the food the most, and this is where our 
15 year relationships with trusted community 
partners came in handy.

We were inspired by the soup kitchen that Julika 
Falconer and Guy Cluver had set up at Bellevue Café. 
When they closed their soup kitchen, we decided 
to start one at Stokers Arms, with the help of the 
community minded owner, Guy Stone. For 15 weeks, 
we distributed 500 liters of hearty chicken stew each 
weekday, as well as hundreds of polony sandwiches 
into many different needy communities.

To date, along with our community partners, we 
have distributed more than 1.5 million meals! 
Our soup kitchen distributed more than 50 000 
portions of chicken stew and we were able to make 
thousands of sandwiches!

We have been blown away by the support from our 
volunteers, our corporate sponsors and the public. 
I know that many people were hoping that 2020 
would be 20 Plenty, but when I look back on the 
year, I see that it certainly was! It was just not in the 
way that we had expected!

Going into the Christmas season, we are distributing 
bags of food until mid December and we are also 
running our beloved Bless-a-Granny project so that 
as many senior citizens as possible receive a gift for 
Christmas. This has been a year where the elderly 
have felt forgotten, lonely and isolated, and we 
would like to make Christmas special for them.

Our coordinator, Kim Griffith Jones, will be leaving 
us at the end of the year in order to start her own 
business. Kim has been running our projects for 
nearly ten years and she has been remarkable in 
terms of her commitment, organisational skills and 
her passion for the community. We will miss her 
terribly, but we wish her well in this exciting new 
season.

We have hired Natalie Ogden, to take over from Kim. 
Natalie is a qualified social worker, with a degree in 
Psychology. She has run her own NGO, called Red 
Light. She has been working in the NGO sector for 
the past 8 years, so she brings a lot of experience 
and skills, as well as a heart for the community.

I would like to thank everyone for their support 
of the Robin Hood Foundation in 2020 and I have 
honestly been humbled to see how the community 
has rallied together. People who have lost incomes 
have donated to people less fortunate and people 
have really shown the spirit of Ubuntu in so many 
different ways. I think we have all realised that we 
are #strongertogether. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and 
your families a blessed Christmas and a healthy, 
happy and joyful 2021.

Cindy Norcott

Founder & Chairlady 
The Robinhood Foundation
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